
 
 
Giving Tuesday 
December 2, 2025 
 
Dear Yalies, 
 
Will you help us invest in our alumni volunteer-led 1stGenYale nonprofit organization which 
supports Yale's first-gen low-income (FGLI) students and alumni? 
 
Without safety nets, networks, or financial buffers, the path forward can be steep and isolating. 
This is why 1stGenYale exists. We are alumni who have been there, and want the next 
generation to succeed. 
 
FGLI students work incredibly hard to earn a place at Yale. But getting in is only the beginning. 
Join us to make sure every first-gen and low-income Yalie not only gets in, but gets through, and 
beyond. Stand with the next generation of leaders who happen to be the first in their families to 
walk through Phelps Gate. 
 
With your support, a donation to 1stGenYale will: 
 

- Develop leadership, career-focused, and life skills building programs that turn potential 
into impact. 

- Connect students with alumni who have walked in their shoes. 
- Build a lasting community where students & alumni feel seen, confident, and supported. 

 

https://www.1stgenyale.org/donate-to-1stgenyale


Donate Today at 1stgenyale.org/donate-to-1stgenyale. 
 
Your donation is not just financial — It is personal. We want the students to know, "You are not 
alone. We have your back." 
 
Your support directly funds programs like our annual Family Picnic held during Yale's Family 
Weekend in October. During this event students, families, and alumni come together on 
campus. 
  

"Every time I attend a 1stGenYale event at Yale, I feel supported by a 
community of people who share similar experiences and lessons learned 
as first-generation students. I especially value connecting with 1st Gen 
alumni who remain deeply committed to this cause and generously 
attended and supported this cause. Our recent picnic was more than just 
food and sunshine, it was a space filled with laughter, stories, and 
encouragement that strengthened our sense of belonging at Yale." 

- Gerald Velasquez, SOM '26 
 
Events like this are not just programs. They are lifelines, especially for students navigating Yale 
without generational wealth, insider knowledge, or built-in networks. Your gift creates ripples of 
possibility that stretch across families, communities, and generations of Yalies. 
 
Started in 2016, 1stGenYale is a YAA Shared Interest Group and a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. We do not receive direct funding from Yale University, but rely 100% on donations. 
 
See 1stgenyale.org for our year-round programs (https://www.1stgenyale.org/our-programs) and 
recent event articles (https://www.1stgenyale.org/press) written by alumni. For additional 
information, email 1stgenyale@1stgenyale.org. 
 
Thank you for believing in what is possible. 
 
1stGenYale Alumni Team 
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